
     The fi rst Orange Alumni Classic took place 
in the Carrier Dome on Oct. 9. The game pitted 
a group of past SU greats against the 2010-11 
Orange. For the alums, it was a chance to take 
the fi eld at the Dome one more time. For the 
current players, it was an opportunity to strap 
it up against some of best lacrosse players who 
ever lived.
     After a sluggish start, the current Orange 
squad got the better of the alumni team, 14-
12. Redshirt sophomore Pete Coleman paced 
the youngsters with fi ve goals. Senior Jeremy 
Thompson tallied a pair of unassisted goals in 
the fourth quarter to snap a 12-12 deadlock and 
provide the winning margin.
     For the alumni, Dan Hardy had fi ve assists, 
while Casey Powell contributed four points on 
two goals and two assists.
     Here are some quotes from both sides 
about what it was like playing in an event that 
featured so many great players from the most 
storied program in lacrosse:

Casey Powell: “We’ve gotten to form a 
relationship with the athletic department, and 
Matty Palumb, Daryl Gross and Nancy Cantor 
have done a great job of meshing us back 
together. It’s an awesome opportunity for us to 
get to know the guys -- they’re all great guys, 
fi rst class, they’re champions, and we’re here to 
support them. This fi rst alumni event was a very 
special thing, and I hope we can continue it.”

JoJo Marasco: “It was fun going against 
them, going against these guys that were all 
shutdown defensemen. So it was pretty cool to 
get a chance to go against all of them.”

John Desko: “To see all those names on the 
alumni list, that’s like a ‘who’s who’ in lacrosse, 
whether it be college lacrosse, professional 
lacrosse or box lacrosse. These guys are some 
of the best players to ever play the game of 
lacrosse. And what a treat for the community to 
get these guys back in the Carrier Dome to play 
against the 2011 team.”

Gary Gait: “It’s nice to see this many talented 
guys come here and want to be a part of 
Syracuse lacrosse. It makes all of us alums proud 
to help in that tradition and help build the 
program.”

John Galloway: “Minus those fi rst fi ve minutes, 
we felt pretty good about our performance. To 
be able to face those guys, you won’t have any 
fear about facing anyone else in the country.”

THE STICKMEN’S CLUB is an 
organization supported by Syracuse 
University and its Orange Club to 
support the Syracuse University 
men’s lacrosse program within NCAA 
guidelines through fundraising and 
events that promote close relations 
among players, coaches, alumni, 
families, friends, and fans.
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Dear Friends of Syracuse Lacrosse,
     It comes so fast, but here it is. Another season is upon us. I’m 
excited about this team and the schedule we’ve put together for 
the spring. It will be nice to play nine games at home after being on 
the road so much last season. We also wanted to expose the team 
to a playoff -type atmosphere as much as possible so we agreed to 
take part in several events in NFL venues (full schedule on the next 
page). 
     One of those games is against Duke at New Meadowlands 
Stadium. We were able to add them to the schedule by playing an 
alumni game in October instead of a fall scrimmage. There were a 
lot of great names on the alumni roster with the Gaits, Powells and 
Leveilles of the world. I couldn’t imagine fi nding a college team 
with more talent that would test us the way those guys did. A lot 
of them proved they still had it and this year’s team gained some 
valuable experience against the some of the best to ever play. In 
addition, it was great to have that group back on campus to get 
reacquainted with the university and the lacrosse program.
     There are some very exciting 
things happening at Syra-
cuse right now facilities-wise. 
Manley Field House has been 
covered with new FieldTurf. 
There’s about 90 yards worth of 
practice space, enough room 
to work off ense and defense 
at both ends which is great for 
us when we can’t get in the 
Dome. Also, the construction 
on our new locker room start-
ed in December and should 
be fi nished in February. We’re 
putting in brand new lockers, a 
lounge area and a theatre-style setup for meetings and breaking 
down fi lm. The whole thing is outfi tted with a state-of-the-art video 
and audio system and includes other ammenities. Thanks to all who 
contributed and donated to both the Manley project and the locker 
room. Both improvements will really help us as we work toward 
winning another national championship.
     I hate to end on a somber note, but the program lost one of its 
greatest supporters on January 5. John McElroy passed away at the 
age of 79 (see next page). Most of you knew John and his love of 
the lacrosse program. Since I’ve been here no one has cared more 
about Syracuse lacrosse or donated more of his time to it than he 
did. The program is forever in his debt and I hope you’ll keep the 
McElroy family in your thoughts and prayers as we go through the 
season. 

Sincerely, 

HEAD. HEART. HUSTLE.

Alumni Classic Fun For All
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John Desko
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In Memoriam 
John McElroy (1931-2011)

• Syracuse will make seven national television 
appearances on ESPNU this season as part of 
the network’s men’s lacrosse coverage. The 
Orange’s home dates with Virginia (March 4), 
Johns Hopkins (March 19) and Notre Dame 
(April 30) will air live on ESPNU as will its road 
game at Princeton (April 9). Syracuse’s other 
three ESPNU appearances come courtesy of 
its participation in high-profi le regular-season events. The Orange’s 
matchups with Georgetown (March 12) at the Konica Minolta Face-Off  
Classic, defending national champion Duke at the Konica Minolta Big 
City Classic (April 3) and Rutgers (April 23) at the ESPNU Warrior Classic 
will also be televised live.

• Four seniors: Josh Amidon, John Galloway, Thomas Guadagnolo and 
Joel White were elected 2011 captains by their teammates in the fall. 
Prior to attending Syracuse, the quartet played together at the 2006 
Empire State Games as members of the Central lacrosse team. This is the 
second straight season White has been named a team captain.

• Syracuse had nine players (the most of any Division I team) named to 
Inside Lacrosse’s preseason All-America teams in December. The Orange’s 
honorees were: Joel White (fi rst team), John Galloway (fi rst team), John 
Lade (fi rst team), Jeremy Thompson (fi rst team), Stephen Keogh (second 
team), Jovan Miller (second team), JoJo Marasco (honorable mention), 
Josh Amidon (honorable mention) and Brian Megill (honorable 
mention).

     The Syracuse program lost a great friend on January 
5 with the passing of John McElroy. There was no 
bigger fan of the Orange. He was a vital member of the 
Stickmen’s Club, serving as its president and then as 
its president emeritus. McElroy was a fi xture at home 
games, often joining Roy Simmons Jr. in his private box 
to take in the action. Each year the John McElroy Spirit 
and Dedication Award is presented to the Syracuse 
player who best exemplifi es the continuous, quiet 
loyalty and determined dedication that McElroy showed 
to the coaches, players and families of the lacrosse 
program.

John F. McElroy, 79, of Manlius passed away at Francis House. Born in Syracuse, he graduated from 
LeMoyne College. He retired as a manufacture’s representative from Gesswein in 2000 after 35 years. 
He was a communicant of Immaculate Conception Church in Fayetteville, a member of the American 
Legion, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, President Emeritus of SU Stickmen’s Club and a 4th Degree 
Knight of Columbus. He served in the Army during the Korean War. John was predeceased by his 
wife of 50 years, Barbara Frick McElroy in 2005. Survivors: a son, Tim (Patty) McElroy of Minoa; four 
daughters, Martha (Frank) Richard of Liverpool, Ellen (Tom) Hahn of Baldwinsville, Molly McElroy of 
Camillus and Amy (Tim) Kelly of Fayetteville; a brother, Jerry (Gail) McElroy of Webster; and seven 
grandchildren, Meghan (Erik) Kiser, Matthew and Kitty Richard, Mackenzie, Mary Kate, Keenan and 
Maggie Kelly; and several nieces and nephews.

2011 Schedule

Feb. 5 Hofstra/LeMoyne ! 10 a.m.
Feb 10   Maryland/Canisius ! 11 a.m.
Feb 20  Denver 1 p.m.
Feb 27  Army   4 p.m.
Mar 4   Virginia   6 p.m.  
Mar 12   vs. Georgetown * (Baltimore, Md.) 11 a.m.
Mar 15   Albany 7 p.m. 
Mar 19   Johns Hopkins  6 p.m. 
Mar 26   at Villanova *  7 p.m.  
Apr 3  vs. Duke (E. Rutherford, N.J.)  6:30 p.m.  
Apr 9   at Princeton   4 p.m.
Apr 12   Cornell   7 p.m.
Apr 16   vs. Providence * (Foxboro, Mass.)  4 p.m.  
Apr 19   Hobart  7 p.m.
Apr 23   vs. Rutgers * (E. Hartford, Conn.)   5:30 p.m.
April 30   Notre Dame *   7 p.m.
May 7 St. John’s * 1 p.m.

* - BIG EAST game
! - Scrimmage



Palumb Inducted Into Upstate NY Chapter Of Lacrosse HOFPalumb Inducted Into Upstate NY Chapter Of Lacrosse HOF
     Our very own Matt Palumb was inducted 
into the Upstate New York chapter of the 
Lacrosse Hall of Fame on Sunday, Oct. 24 at 
the Empire Room of the State Fairgrounds. 
     Palumb was one of seven members in the 
Upstate chapter’s 13th induction class. The 
others six were: Steve Beville, Sue McVaugh, 
the late Paul Rose, Kathy Taylor, Joe Taylor and 
Kirk Ventiquattro.
      Palumb starred in the cage for the Orange 
from 1987 to 1990. The Orange won three 
straight national championships (1988-90) 
and totaled a 51-5 record during his four 
seasons. 
      A standout goaltender at Jamesville-
DeWitt High School, Palumb was named the 
Most Outstanding Player of the 1988 NCAA 

Championship. He earned the honor on the 
strength of a 21-save performance against 
Cornell in the title game that propelled 
the Orange to its second NCAA national 
championship. 
     Palumb earned second-team All-America 
honors as a senior and fi nished his career with 
537 saves, which still ranks seventh on the 
school’s all-time list. In addition, Palumb still 
holds the Orange record for career winning 
percentage (.952), going 40-2 as a starter. 
     After his playing career, Palumb became a 
lacrosse referee and he has offi  ciated several 
NCAA Championship events at the Division 
I, II and III levels. He also worked the 2006 FIL 
World Lacrosse Championship in London, 
Ontario. 

     Palumb is a current employee of the 
Syracuse University athletics department 
working as the director of donor relations and 
special projects in SU’s Orange Club. He is the 
16th person with ties to the Orange program 
to be inducted into the Upstate New York 
chapter of the Lacrosse Hall of Fame.
     In the fall, Palumb was instrumental in 
organizing the fi rst Orange Alumni Classic, 
a game featuring a team of past Syracuse 
greats against the current Orange squad. The 
contest, won by the 2010-11 team, was the 
centerpiece of Syracuse’s Alumni Weeked, 
which also featured a golf tournament and 
team banquet honoring the 2010 Orange.

Alumni Notes
Please tell us where you live 
and what you’ve been doing. 
If you would like to reconnect 
with former teammates and 
Orange lacrosse buddies, 
please contact Matt Palumb 
in the Orange Club Offi  ce.

Matt Palumb
Director of Donor Relations 

and Special Projects
mhpalumb@syr.edu

About the Simmons LaCrosse About the Simmons LaCrosse 
FoundationFoundation

Mission: The Simmons 
LaCrosse Foundation 
is a philanthropic, 
not-for-profi t 501c3 
association, primarily 
funding the Wisdom 
House of Fayetteville, 
NY. It will help foster 
an ongoing relationship between former players, 
alumni, family and friends of Syracuse LaCrosse. 
We will reach out to all to encourage the continued 
success and support of the programs, while educating 
and preserving the Simmons family legacy and their 
contribution and dedication to the University, the 
men’s lacrosse program and the sport of lacrosse.

History: The primary method of fundraising for the 
Simmons LaCrosse Foundation has been a silent 
auction, sponsored by the “Burnt Orange” lacrosse 
team at the Lake Placid Tournament. 

For more information about how you can get involved 
or to donate, visit simmonslacrossefoundation.

com or contact Chris Burt at chris@

simmonslacrossefoundtion.com

Ditzell, Casey Powell Named To Ditzell, Casey Powell Named To 
U.S. Indoor TeamU.S. Indoor Team

     Former Syracuse lacrosse stars Casey Powell and 
Scott Ditzell were named to the U.S. Men’s National 
Indoor Lacrosse Team on Nov. 16. The duo will 
represent the United States at the 2011 World Indoor 
Lacrosse Championship in Prague, Czech Republic in 
May. 
     Two Syracuse products were also named to the 
reserve list. Jarett Park and Steve Panarelli were 
among 16 players selected as alternates.
     Ditzell is one of four players on the 2011 roster 
that helped the U.S. squad to a third-place fi nish 
at the 2007 World Indoor Championship in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. He currently plays for the Rochester 
Knighthawks of the National Lacrosse League (NLL).
     This past summer, Powell became the fi rst 
American-born player to win the NLL MVP. He 
registered 44 goals and 36 assists for the Orlando 
Titans.
     The World Indoor Lacrosse Championship takes 
place in Prague, Czech Republic from May 21-28. 
Australia, Canada, Czech Republic, England, Finland, 
Ireland and the Iroquois Nationals will join the United 
States in the one-week tournament.



Join Today!

Name 

Address 

City 

State   Zip 

Phone __________________________   E-Mail _____________________________

Company 

New   Renewal   SU Alumnus Year 

Please make checks payable to Syracuse University and mail to:

Orange Club Offi  ce

Manley Field House

Syracuse, N.Y. 13244-5020

315-443-1419

You can also make a 

donation online by clicking 

on the Orange Club link on 

SUathletics.com.

Want to Become a Member of the Stickmen’s Club? 
or, contribute to one of SU’s four scholarship funds?

Make a Contribution to:

�  Stickmen’s Club ($125 minimum)

�  Roy Simmons Sr. Endowed Lacrosse 
Scholarship

�  Roy Simmons Jr. Endowed Lacrosse 
Scholarship

�  Jim Brown Endowed Lacrosse 
Scholarship

�  John Desko Endowed Lacrosse 
Scholarship

Benefi ts of becoming a member:
• Invitations to pre- and post-game parties, social activities, and team banquets
• Special group travel opportunities
• Decal, bumper sticker, and “Thank You” acknowledgement
• Pride and satisfaction in supporting SU’s championship program

2011 TICKET INFORMATION

2011 Syracuse men’s lacrosse season and 
individual game tickets are on sale now 
online at SUathletics.com or by calling the 
Carrier Dome Box Offi  ce at 1-888-DOMETIX 
or 315-443-2121.

Season Tickets

A reserved season ticket is $90 and a youth 
(ages 12 and under) reserved season ticket 
is $45. Tickets include all nine regular-season 
home games plus SU’s two scrimmages at 
no additional cost. Season parking passes 
are available for $90.

Single-Game Tickets

Single-game tickets for all games, including 
scrimmages, are $10 and youth (ages 12 and 
under) tickets are $5. All seating is general 
admission. Day of game parking is $10.

 

Syracuse University students are admitted 

free with a valid SU ID card. ‘Cuse Kids Club 

members will also be admitted for free with 

their membership card.

Konica Minolta Face-Off  Classic

Date: Saturday, March 12
Place: M&T Bank Stadium (Baltimore, Md.)
Games:  Syracuse vs. Georgetown - 11 a.m.

Cornell vs. Virginia - 1:30 p.m.
Johns Hopkins vs. UMBC - 4 p.m.

Tickets for the Face-Off  Classic are available 
for purchase online, by mail, by phone or in 
person at the Ravens Box Offi  ce at M&T Bank 
Stadium. For groups of 100+, please call 
410-369-0734. Visit faceoff classic.com for 
more details.

Konica Minolta Big City Classic

Date: Sunday, April 3
Place: New Meadowlands Stadium (E. Rutherford, N.J.)
Games:  Rutgers vs. St. John’s - 1 p.m.

Johns Hopkins vs. UNC - 4 p.m.
Syracuse vs. Duke - 6:30 p.m.

Tickets for the Big City Classic are available 
for purchase online and by phone. To learn 
about group discounts and fundraising 
options, please call 201-460-4370. Visit 
bigcityclassic.com for more details.

New England Lacrosse Classic

Date: Saturday, April 16
Place: Gillette Stadium (Foxboro, Mass.)
Games:  Syracuse vs. Providence - 4 p.m.

Princeton vs. Dartmouth - 6:30 p.m.

Tickets for the New England Lacrosse Classic 
go on sale to the general public Tuesday, 
Feb. 22 through Ticketmaster. Group sales 
will be available through Gillette Stadium by 
calling 508-549-0178.

ESPNU Warrior Classic

Date: Saturday, April 23
Place: Rentschler Field (E. Hartford, Conn.)
Games:  Massachusetts vs. Hofstra - 3 p.m.

Syracuse vs. Rutgers - 5:30 p.m.

Tickets information will be released at a later 
date. For more details regarding the event, 
visit espnuwarriorclassic.com


