
     After the success of last fall’s inaugural 
Orange Alumni Classic, the men’s lacrosse 
program is bringing back the event for a second 
year. This time it features two games. Come 
this Oct. 8, the 2011-2012 Orange will face off  
against a team of recent alums. In addition, 
there will be an “Old Timer’s Game,” pitting 
graduates from even years against graduates 
from odd-numbered years. The day kicks off  
with the “Old Timer’s Game” at 2 p.m. followed 
by the recent alums versus the current Orange 
team at 3:30 p.m.
    The alumni will surely be out for revenge after 
last year’s 14-12 loss to the 2010-2011 Orange 
squad. 
    The two games are the culmination of a 
fantastic two days of events and gatherings that 
will bring past and current Syracuse players, as 
well as their families, together.
    The fun begins on Friday, Oct. 7 with an 
early afternoon golf outing on the East Course 
at Drumlins Country Club. The tournament 

format will be captain and crew it  begins with 
a shotgun start at 1 p.m. Cost for golf is $40 
and includes greens fees and a cart. Those 
interested in playing should RSVP to Tim 
McElroy at tmcelroy1@twcny.rr.com by Sept. 
30.
     Friday evening, following the round of 
golf, there will be an alumni reception in the 
members lounge upstairs at Drumlins. Cost 
for the reception is $20 and those wishing to 
attend should again contact Tim McElroy by 
Sept. 30.
    The SU men’s lacrosse program will kickoff  
“gameday” by honoring the 2011 seniors and 
celebrating the accomplishments of last season 
at a banquet/brunch at the University Sheraton. 
Start time is 11 a.m. Reservations should be 
made to Tim McElroy (tmcelroy1@twcny.rr.com) 
by Sept. 30. Cost for the banquet is $30. If 
reservations are not made and paid for by Sept. 
30 the cost is $50
    After a day of gathering and reconnecting 
with friends and families, the games begin on 
Saturday afternoon. Following the contest, 
there will be an old-fashioned tailgate in the 
Raynor parking lot.
    The weekend is sure to be one to remember 
and the men’s lacrosse program is hoping to 
have another strong showing of alumni, family, 
friends and fans to support past and present 
players alike. 

For more information on Alumni Weekend, please 
contact  Matt Palumb at mhpalumb@syr.edu.

THE STICKMEN’S CLUB is an 
organization supported by Syracuse 
University and its Orange Club to 
support the Syracuse University 
men’s lacrosse program within NCAA 
guidelines through fundraising and 
events that promote close relations 
among players, coaches, alumni, 
families, friends, and fans.
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Dear Friends of Syracuse Lacrosse,
This certainly is an exciting time, both for lacrosse and the Syra-

cuse Athletics Department as a whole. For us, we’re kicking off  an-
other season with fall ball. We’re hosting the Orange Alumni Classic 
in the Dome for the second year in a row. As a university, Syracuse, 
as you no doubt know, has accepted an invitation to join the ACC.
     But fi rst things fi rst, let’s start with the beginning of another 
season. This fall is going to be very important for us as a team. We 
lost the winningest class in school history and a ton of veteran 
leadership to graduation. It was a group that was the backbone of 
two NCAA Championship teams. As a staff , we are excited about 
evaluating the freshman class and these three weeks will be impor-
tant in determining if any of those players can help us right away. 
We’ve always used the fall as a time to get full-fi eld work in, clearing 
and riding, etc. That won’t change. But we have a large incoming 
class and they will have to get up to speed quickly if they want to 
compete with the veterans for time this spring.
     I’m excited to host the Alumni Classic again this year. I said last 
fall it’s a “Who’s Who” in the 
lacrosse world and this year is 
no diff erent. The all-star team 
Paul Carcaterra’s putting to-
gether will be a tough test for 
our guys. We’ve also added an 
“Old Timer’s Game” in order to 
include more alums that want 
to play. This event has quickly 
become the showcase of 
Alumni Weekend and I’m very 
much looking forward to it. 
     On a more global scale, 
conference realignment, and 
specifi cally Syracuse and Pitt’s 
move to the ACC, has been a hot topic nationally. For us, I think it’s 
a great thing. Syracuse is a good fi t athletically and academically in 
the ACC. It’s brings stability to the athletic department overall and 
it guarantees Syracuse will have a seat at the table when the dust 
settles on conference shifting.
     For lacrosse, the ACC is a great league. Virginia, Maryland, North 
Carolina and Duke all have the goal of competing for national 
championships every year just like we do. And Syracuse already has 
a history with those teams. Virginia and Duke are on our schedule. 
We scrimmaged Maryland in 2011 and played them again the play-
off s. We haven’t faced North Carolina in a while, but they were on 
the schedule for several years in the ‘80s and ‘90s. These are going 
to be must see games for lacrosse fans across the country.
     It’s an exciting time to be a Syracuse lacrosse fan, and as always, I 
look forward to seeing you at the Dome. 

Sincerely, 

HEAD. HEART. HUSTLE.

Date Set for Alumni Weekend

Fall 2011Fall 2011

John Desko
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D’Agostino Named To U.S 
Under-19 Team

     Freshman Ralph D’Agostino was selected to the 
2012 United States Men’s Under-19 Lacrosse Team 
on July 11. D’Agostino was one of 23 players named 
to the U.S. roster after four days of tryouts at the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC).
     The members of Team USA will train to compete at 
next summer’s Federation of International Lacrosse 
(FIL) U-19 World Championship in Turku, Finland. 
The Americans are the defending world champions, 
winning gold at the quadrennial event in 2008 with a 
19-12 victory over Canada.
     A standout long-stick midfi elder at Immaculata 
High School, D’Agostino was the 2011 Star-Ledger 
State Player of the Year and the 2011 Courier News 
Boys Lacrosse Player of the Year. He picked up 206 
ground balls and scored 25 goals as a senior to lead 
Immaculata to a 19-2 record and the 2011 NJSIAA Non-Public B Championship.
     “I think that the competitiveness and level of talent at the tryouts was a gauntlet that the 
players who made the team had to survive and show their absolute best,” U.S. U-19 head coach 
Tim Flynn said. “Because of that, the team assembled is one that is tough, diverse and talented.”
     The 23-man U.S. roster was put together from a pool of 123 candidates by a player selection 
committee, which included 20 coaches from 15 diff erent states as well as Flynn and Team USA 
assistant coaches Jack Crawford, Tom Duquette and Tom Rotanz.

• Jeff  McCormick, a member of the 1983 national championship squad, 
is one of the fi ve executive producers for the upcoming lacrosse fi lm 
“Crooked Arrrows.”  The movie, about an underdog Native American la-
crosse team, began fi lming in August in Massachusetts. It stars Brandon 
Routh (Superman Returns) and is expected to be released in the spring 
of 2012. SU head coach John Desko visited the set over the summer 
and was included in some of the fi lming along with Virginia coach Dom 
Starsia, MLL star Paul Rabil and Brown head coach Lars Tiff any.

• Former Syracuse Orange star and current Chesapeake Bayhawks 
standout Matt Abbott was named to the 2011 Major League Lacrosse 
(MLL) All-Star roster this summer.  It was the second all-star nod in three 
professional seasons for Abbott, who made this year’s all-star pool as a defen-
sive midfi elder. Abbott contributed two assists to help Team Warrior to a 21-20 
victory over Team Authority at Harvard Stadium.

• Syracuse won two NCAA statistical championships for the 2011 season. 
The Orange set a school record and led the country in man-down de-
fense (.817). It also posted the nation’s best winning percentage (.882), 
fi nishing with a 15-2 overall record.

• Jovan Miller, Dan Hardy, Joel White, John Galloway, Tom Guadagnolo 
and Steve Panarelli made the Team USA roster for the second annual 
Bowhunter Cup, an exhibition game between the U.S. and Iroquois 
Nationals. The game is slated for Oct. 16 at the Turning Stone Resort and 
Casino Event Center. In addition, SU alum and current Orange women’s 
assistant coach Regy Thorpe will serve as a coach for Team USA.

Orange Greats Help 
Promote Fitness

     Three past Syracuse lacrosse stars made a trip to the White 
House on July 11 in the name of promoting healthy lifestyles 
among Native Americans. Former Orange All-Americans and 
Iroquois players Jeremy Thompson, Brett Bucktooth and Oren 
Lyons were among those invited to the South Lawn as part of the 
Obama administration’s “Let’s Move! Indian Country” initiative.
     Native American youth in particular are one of the most at-risk 
groups for childhood obesity and other related diseases. Mon-
day’s event aimed to promote the importance of exercise and 
physical fi tness.
     Approximately 100 local students from the Washington, D.C. 
area attended the event, which featured lacrosse skill stations 
showcasing the various forms of the game. Bucktooth, Thompson 
and Lyons helped run the stations, which ranged from introduc-
tory lessons on how to hold a stick to more advanced sessions for 
experienced players.



Erhmann and Simmons Hold Book SigningErhmann and Simmons Hold Book Signing
    Two Syracuse University sports legends 
teamed up for an event that benefi ted the 
Nancy Simmons Wisdom House on Aug. 31. 
Orange football great Joe Ehrmann and Hall 
of Fame men’s lacrosse coach Roy Simmons 
Jr. held a discussion and book signing the day 
prior to the Syracuse football team’s opener 
versus Wake Forest at the Syracuse Stage.
    The conversation revolved around 
Ehrmann’s new book: “InsideOut Coaching: 
How Sports Can Transform Lives” (Simon & 
Schuster, 2011), which is in stores now. The 
book focuses on ways coaches at all levels 
can use the lessons learned through sports to 
shape and change lives.

    As one of Ehrmann’s chief coaching 
mentors, Simmons is featured prominently 
throughout the text.
    “As the coach who had the greatest impact 
on me, Coach Simmons’ infl uence in my life is 
an example of how a coach integrated sports 
with life and spirituality. When I later decided 
to do the inside work I needed to improve my 
outside coaching persona, I turned to Coach 
Simmons as my primary role model,” Ehrmann 
says in the book.
    Ehrmann, a defensive tackle, concluded his 
Syracuse career in 1972 and was selected with 
the 10th overall pick in the 1973 NFL Draft by 
the Baltimore Colts. He played 13 professional 
seasons and was named to the Pro Bowl in 
1978. 

    That same year, Ehrmann watched his 
brother, Billy, lose his battle with cancer. The 
experience caused Ehrmann to rethink and 
reorder the priorities in his life. In the years 
since, he’s become an ordained minister and 
founded Building Men and Women for Others 
with his wife, Paula. It’s an organization that 
addresses many societal issues including 
violence and child advocacy.
    Ehrmann also started Coach for America, 
a division of Building Men and Women for 
Others. He currently travels the country 
conducting motivational seminars and 
delivering keynote speeches to corporate and 
community groups.

Alumni Notes
Please tell us where you live 
and what you’ve been doing. 
If you would like to reconnect 
with former teammates and 
Orange lacrosse buddies, 
please contact Matt Palumb 
in the Orange Club Offi  ce.

Matt Palumb
Director of Donor Relations 

and Special Projects
mhpalumb@syr.edu

Author James Jacobs’ Novel Author James Jacobs’ Novel 
“Transgressions” Has SU Ties“Transgressions” Has SU Ties

 Author James A. 
Jacobs, a Nottingham 
High School and 
Syracuse University 
graduate recently self-
published a book titled  
“Transgressions.”
     The novel is 
described by the 
author as a coming-of- 
age story surrounding 
a spirtually-wounded 
boy who is nurtured by 
two uncles, an Iroquois 
Faithkeeper and a Jewish Kabbalist who admire each 
other and see many commonalities in their faiths, 
both thematic and symbolic. The book highlights 
lacrosse in its most spiritual and competitive sense. 
The novel is set in 1950s Syracuse (referred to 
fi ctionally as Brant, N.Y.) and some characters are 
based on real persons such as, Oren Lyons, and Eel 
clan mother Audrey Shenandoah.
     Those interested can learn more about the novel 
and the author by visiting the author’s website:  
www.jamesajacobs.com.

Bucktooth and Thompson win Bucktooth and Thompson win 
Presidents CupPresidents Cup

    Former Syracuse lacrosse All-Americans Brett 
Bucktooth and Jeremy Thompson added another 
championship to their resumes in early September. 
The duo led the St. Regis Braves to an 11-8 win over 
the Snake Island Muskies in the Presidents Cup gold-
medal game on Sunday, Sept. 4 at the Turtle Dome on 
Cornwall Island. With the victory, St. Regis claimed its 
fi rst Canadian Lacrosse Association Senior B national 
championship.
     For Thompson, it was his second straight Presidents 
Cup title. He was named the 2010 championship 
game and tournament MVP after leading the 
Onondaga Redhawks to the crown last season.
     Against Snake Island, the Braves led 8-4 before 
four consecutive goals by the Muskies tied the 
game midway through the third period. The Braves 
responded with a pair of quick goals to push the 
lead to 10-8, then tacked on another with less than a 
minute left to seal the victory. 
     Bucktooth registered six points on three goals 
and three assists in the contest, while Thompson 
contributed one goal and one assist. For his 
performance, Bucktooth was named to the Presidents 
Cup First All-Star Team.



Join Today!

Name 

Address 

City 

State   Zip 

Phone __________________________   E-Mail _____________________________

Company 

New   Renewal   SU Alumnus Year 

Please make checks payable to Syracuse University and mail to:

Orange Club Offi  ce
Manley Field House
Syracuse, N.Y. 13244-5020
315-443-1419

You can also make a 
donation online by clicking 
on the Orange Club link on 
SUathletics.com.

Want to Become a Member of the Stickmen’s Club? 
or, contribute to one of SU’s four scholarship funds?

Make a Contribution to:

�  Stickmen’s Club ($125 minimum)

�  Roy Simmons Sr. Endowed Lacrosse 
Scholarship

�  Roy Simmons Jr. Endowed Lacrosse 
Scholarship

�  Jim Brown Endowed Lacrosse 
Scholarship

�  John Desko Endowed Lacrosse 
Scholarship

Benefi ts of becoming a member:
• Invitations to pre- and post-game parties, social activities, and team banquets
• Special group travel opportunities
• Decal, bumper sticker, and “Thank You” acknowledgement
• Pride and satisfaction in supporting SU’s championship program

Meet the Newcomers

Clay AdamsClay Adams
Freshman • Midfi eld
Nashville, Tenn. 

James CathersJames Cathers
Freshman • Attack
Syracuse, N.Y.

Luke ComettiLuke Cometti
Junior • Midfi eld
Syracuse, N.Y.

Ralph D’AgostinoRalph D’Agostino
Freshman • Defense
Tewksbury, N.J.

Brenny DalyBrenny Daly
Freshman • Midfi eld
Owings Mills, Md.

Eric DeJohnEric DeJohn
Freshman • Attack
Syracuse, N.Y.

Tom GrimmTom Grimm
Freshman • Attack
Block River, N.Y.

Alex HatemAlex Hatem
Freshman • Midfi eld
Syracuse, N.Y.

Dominic LamolinaraDominic Lamolinara
Sophomore • Goalie
Arnold, Md.

Mike MessinaMike Messina
Freshman • Midfi eld
Webster, N.Y.

Brandon MullinsBrandon Mullins
Freshman • Defense
Coppell, Texas

Matthew PrattMatthew Pratt
Junior • Midfi eld
Binghamton, N.Y.

Kevin RiceKevin Rice
Freshman • Attack
Skaneateles, N.Y.

Ben RomagnoliBen Romagnoli
Freshman • Goalie
Cazenovia, N.Y.

Bobby TaitBobby Tait
Freshman • Defense
Buckingham, Pa.

Matt WaltersMatt Walters
Freshman • Midfi eld
Villanova, Pa.

Bobby WardwellBobby Wardwell
Freshman • Goalie
Clifton Park, N.Y.


